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WHAT! 
NO FIRE HAZARD? 


WE HAVE BEEN CALLED to task by 
several readers for ignoring the 
fire hazards connected with kero- 
sene in the article, “Sneaky Killers, 
No. 1—Kerosene” which appeared in 
our February-March issue. 

This article was the first of a 
series about substances used in the 
home which are known to be the 
cause of a considerable number of 
poisoning deaths. On the basis of 
somewhat incomplete information, it 
was indicated that kerosene was 
probably the leading cause and was 
therefore given the No. 1 position in 
the series. 

The drinking of kerosene is the 
cause of death of quite a large num- 
ber of children annually. This fact 
is often overlooked because of the 
more commonly recognized fire haz- 
ards connected with kerosene. In this 
instance the fire hazards were delib- 
erately omitted in order to avoid 
confusing the issue— kerosene is 
poisonous. 

With regard to fire hazards, we 
quote from a publication of the 
American Petroleum Institute: 

“The typical wood stove of the 
kitchen type has under the fire box 
a sheet metal drawer into which the 
ashes fall. This also collects hot 
embers which stay hot throughout 
the night. In the morning a mess 
of damp wood, with or without kin- 
dling, is placed in the fire box. Then 
kerosene is poured onto the top of 
the wood and the lids are replaced. 


“A little kerosene falls into the 
ash drawer and is vaporized by the 
hot embers and ashes; the kerosene 
gas goes up the draft, mixes with 
the air and is set off by the fire 
burning on top of the wood. 


“The resulting explosion hurls 
wood, burning kerosene, stove lids, 
and utensils over the room and its 


occupants.” 
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» @More Accidents 


Happen at Home 


LEVEN ACCIDENTS occur at home 

for every four accidents in motor 
vehicle traffic among policyholders of 
the Travelers Insurance Companies, 
according to a recently issued sum- 
mary of claims paid during the five 
years previous. 

The above statement is not made 
in the report, but simple addition of 
the various types of home accidents 
(including some accidents involving 
association with stationary motor 
vehicles on the home premises) gives 
a figure of 55,000 as compared to 
approximately 20,000 accidents in- 
volving automobiles in motion. 

The claims reported on in the sum- 
mary include both fatal and nonfatal 
Ou: The total number of claims 

aid in five years was 165,761. Home 
accidents represent approximately 38 
per cent of this number. 

Falls topped the list of types of 
accidents in the home with about 
27,800 out of the 55,000 claims, or 
more than half the total. 

The most frequent type of fall was 
on stairs or steps, 8,863; with falls 
on floors and rugs second with 6,217 
claims paid. 

Other types of falls were as fol- 
lows: 


On uneven ground, walks.... 3,493 
8 "er ara 2,360 
CE EE: Semsuas es seas 1,524 
In tubs and showers ....... 1,410 
From chairs, tables, and 

DE Sa cawseaSehees as 1,352 
re 1,246 


Cuts on sharp instruments or bro- 
ken glass accounted for 5,707 claims. 
Collisions with inanimate objects 
were involved in 3,136 accidents and 
falling objects caused injuries result- 
ing in payment of 2,837 claims. 

The classification of burns and 
calds (2,358) is further divided into 
six smaller classifications: 
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Burns on stoves and 

radiators 878 
Scalds by steam or hot water 631 
Burns by acids, chemicals or 


PINE, 26's. v0.65.086400e 390 
Burns resulting from matches, 

cigars or cigarettes........ 364 
Burns sustained in burning 

I iat 6966 ow dbl one 60 
Burns in connection with 

RE acs chased oenweeee 35 


It will be noted that the last three 
items—those involving contact with 
fire—account for about 460 accidents, 
or about % of one per cent of the 
total number of home accidents. 
However, some burns may be in- 
cluded in a classification of accidental 
injuries attributed to explosions of 
fireworks, gasoline, etc., which to- 
taled 577 injuries. 


It should be remembered that these 
figures apply only to policyholders 
of the Travelers Insurance Com- 
panies and not to the public in gen- 
eral. 

They do confirm indications that 
the home accident problem is the 
outstanding problem in the safety 
field. They~-certainly indicate that 
more information about accidents in 
the home, particularly non-fatal ac- 
cidents, is needed and that the atten- 
tion now being given to preventing 
them is relatively inadequate when 
contrasted with the programs being 
conducted in other safety fields. 

It should also be remembered that 
Travelers handles quite a large vol- 
ume of automobile casualty insur- 
ance. This would tend to weight its 
statistical reports in favor of motor 
vehicle accidents. 

Also out of line are the figures for 
burns received in burning buildings 
and in contact with flames, which are 
somewhat higher in studies involving 
the public at large. 
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Daniel A. Leonard 


The results of the survey have 
been startling and newsworthy. They 
have resulted in widespread publicity 
and increased attention to the prob- 
lem of home safety in the nation’s 
capital. 

Last year, for example, home acci- 
dents caused nearly four times as 
many deaths of District residents as 
did motor vehicle accidents. And 
since the survey results have been 
completely tabulated (1945) the num- 
ber of home accident deaths has con- 
sistently far exceeded those resulting 
from traffic mishaps. 

In 1947 the death toll from home 
accidents reached 239 as compared 
with 62 deaths of District residents 
in motor vehicle accidents. Of the 
home accident total more than half, 


HOME ACCIDEN 


By Daniel A. Leonard 
Director, First Aid, Water Safety & 
Accident Prevention 
District of Columbia Chapter 
American Red Cross 


ESIDENTS OF THE DISTRICT of 

Columbia have little opportunity 
to ignore the tremendous home acci- 
dent problem in their community. 

They are reminded of it every week 
through press, radio, speeches and 
other media as a result of an ex- 
tensive home accident survey con- 
ducted by the American Red Cross 
Chapter in cooperation with commu- 
nity agencies. 

The survey, which is one of the 
most comprehensive in the country, 
was started in 1944 with the follow- 
ing purposes in mind: to interest 
the community in the home accident 
problem; to emphasize the severity 
of the problem; to ascertain common 
causes and locations of home acci- 
dents causing deaths and injuries; to 
illustrate the susceptibility of cer- 
tain age groups to particular types 
of accidents; and to promote Red 
Cross courses in Accident Prevention 
and First Aid. 


: 


125, resulted from falls. Mechanical 
suffocation ranked second with 39; 
poisons third with 27; burns fourth 
at 22; gas asphyxiation, 11; firearms, 
five; electric shock, one; and others, 
nine. 

The survey also records injuries 
in home accidents, as revealed in 
the number of persons brought to 
the hospitals for treatment. The in- 
juries reported by hospitals in 1947 
totalled 5,224. Of these, 1,935 resulted 
from falls; 1,317 from cuts and lac- 
erations; 507 from burns; 362 from 
foreign bodies; 182 from poisons; 111 
from contusions; 15 from mechanical 
suffocation; 13 from gas asphyxia- 
tion; 12 from firearms; two from 
electric shock and 768 from miscel- 
laneous causes. 

A similar pattern of injury causes 
also was recorded in 1946 when the 
total number of injuries reported in 
home accidents reached 5,314. Deaths 
from home accidents in 1946 totalled 
231, with falls accounting for more 
than half of the total. 

A complete breakdown of statis; 
tics showing age groups affected an 
location of accidents has not been 
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Hospital personnel se- 
cure information at the 
time patient is admit- 
ted or given treatment. 
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@.... since 1945 because of person- 
nel shortages. However, the results 
of that year are significant because 
other patterns in the year following 
have been similar. 


Of the 205 home deaths in 1945, 
101 were persons over 65 years of 
age. Of these 101, 82 resulted from 
falls. Falls also were the leading 
cause of home deaths in the age 
group from 20 to 65. In the 5 to 19 
age group, burns accounted for 7 of 
the 10 home deaths, and in the age 
group from infancy to four years 
of age, 21 of the 26 deaths were 
caused by mechanical suffocation. 


The pattern of injury causes dif- 
fers widely from that of deaths. Only 
54 of the 5,098 injuries (in 1945) 
were among persons over 65. More 
than half of the injuries were among 
persons from 20 to 64 years of age, 
with wounds (cuts and lacerations) 
and falls accounting for the major 
portion of these. Wounds and falls 
were also the principal causes of 
injuries in the lower age groups. 


The survey is made _ possible 
through the cooperation of various 
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volunteers in the 16 large hospitals 
in the District, the Fire Department 
Rescue Squads and the D. C. Bureau 
of Vital Statistics. 

In assembling the reports, only 
accidents that occur in or about the 
home are considered. If there is any 
doubt, the case is omitted. Accident 
injuries reported are those of a more 
serious nature since the survey cov- 
ers only those cases receiving hos- 
pital attention or care by members 
of the hospital staffs or rescue 
squads. Fatalities recorded are those 
submitted by the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics as home accident deaths 
verified by the coroner’s report. 

Telephoned reports from _ these 
groups are obtained every Friday 
morning by a member of the Red 
Cross Accident Prevention staff. 
From these reports the weekly news- 
paper releases are prepared. In addi- 
tion, a tabulated report, forms for 
which are furnished by the chapter, 
is mailed to the chapter office. These 
written reports are used to keep the 
ledger on home accidents which pro- 
vide a means of constant reference 

(Continued on page 15) 








What 
to do 


ABOUT HOME SAFETY 


NCE UPON A TIME, there was a man 

who assumed that there was a 
leprechaun in his back yard. He 
thought that the creature had come 
to look for a brass ring his son had 
left in the yard. He rationalized that 
if the ring were to be brought into 
the house that the leprechaun would 
go away. So he told his son to go 
out in the back yard, look for the 
ring and bring it into the house. 

Whether or not the leprechaun 
went away, is a matter for conjecture, 
since it was only assumed that he 
was there in the first place. Another 
matter for conjecture is the attitude 
of the boy who was sent to look for 
the ring. 

Once upon another time, there was 
a community which assumed that a 
certain number of certain types of 
accidents were occurring. The people 
who were interested in preventing 
accidents suggested that they were 
caused by a certain set of conditions. 

The safety minded people said 
that common sense permitted the 
assumption that if the set of condi- 
tions were eliminated in a particular 
manner, the accidents would stop. 

It is, of course, a matter for con- 
jecture as to whether the accidents 
ceased, since they were merely as- 
sumed in the first place . . and 
what did the people of the commu- 
nity think about the ways they were 
told the assumed accidents could be 
eliminated. 

A more reasonable way to attack 
the home safety problem is outlined 
on these pages. 

The method of attack is broken up 
into five steps, each of which will 
require slightly different techniques 
than the others. Different people may 
be needed. 


1—ARE THERE ANY ACCIDENTS? 


The registrar of vital statistics of 
the public health department can 
supply information about fatal home 
accidents. This information is useful 
but not too important. There will 
be more than a hundred disabling 
injuries for every fatality—without 
injuries there would be no fatalities. 
It should be obvious that informa- 
tion about injuries is more important 
for use in planning a home safety 
program. 


Consult the hospitals and doctors 
in your community concerning meth- 
ods of securing information “om 
home accident injuries. 

Most valuable is information about 
where, when, to whom, and how the 
accidents occurred. This is needed in 
determining why they occurred and 
how they can be prevented. 


2—WHAT OR WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE ? 


To prevent accidents you should 
know how they are caused. It would 
be ridiculous for the home safety 
committee of Miami, Florida, to at- 
tempt to prevent home falls by urg- 
ing residents to keep their sidewalks 
clear of ice ...or the home safety 
committee of Bangor, Maine, to warn 
parents against the hazards of coco- 
nuts falling from the tree into the 
baby’s play pen. 


It is the things used in a com- 
mulety and the habits of the people 
who live there which produce the 
accidents. Knowing what kind and 
how many accidents occur, the next 
step is to relate these to the life of 
the community. 


Local housewives may be proud o 
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their skill in making rag rugs. They 
may be proud of their glistening 
hardwood floors. There may be many 
broken legs in the homes of the com- 
munity. . . . Is it pride that goeth 
before a fall? 


3—SHOULD THINGS BE CHANGED? 


Of course, if things are causing 
accidents, they should be changed. 

Unfortunately, it is not always 
easy to decide that. There is the case 
of the man who fell down and broke 
his arm while removing the ice from 
his driveway so that his family would 
not fall on it. The ice was there. 
It was advisable to remove it. He 
could not “avoid’’ the ice while re- 
moving it. The following year he 
solved his problem by wearing 
toothed “ice creepers’ on his shoes 
when he went out to remove ice 
from his walks and driveway. 

Accident hazards require study. 
What may appear to be the obvious 
solution is not always the best. The 
same solutions do not work in all 
cases. How successful would your 
committee expect to be in efforts to 
discourage a skilled weaver of rag 
rugs from placing those rugs on the 
floors in her home? Some other 
“cure” is needed. 


4--CAN PEOPLE CHANGE HABITS? 


A study of the ways in which 
accidents occur in a community may 
show that the thoughtless, traditional 
ways of doing things—the common 
practices in the community — are 
among the important causes of the 
accidents which occur. 

This is true of one practice that 
is common to almost every home in 
the nation. Leaving things on the 
stairs, particularly basement and 
attic stairways. There will be many 
others in your community. 

But, people resist changing their 
habits. They argue to themselves 
that it requires too much thought, 
too much effort to consciously change 
the way in which they perform every 


day tasks. 
:) It may be helpful to point out that 
an injury which cripples an arm or 
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leg permanently can cause more 
thought and more effort since it will 
involve almost all the normal activ- 
ities of the individual. 


5—CAN THE FACTS BE GOTTEN HOME? 


Facts about accidents, facts about 
things and people as causes of acci- 
dents, facts about how things and 
people can be changed to prevent 
accidents, are of no value if those 
facts remain in the files of the home 
safety committee. 

Of course there are the newspapers, 
the radio, clubs and organizations 
and their publications, industries and 
their employee publications, depart- 
ment store windows, and similar de- 
vices for passing this information on 
to the families who can and should 
make use of it. 

There are the social workers and 
nurses who visit the homes in the 
community and who have intimate 
contact with members of the family. 

Make use of these ways of edu- 
cating people to be safe. Use them 
over and over and over again. It 
won’t be the same old story over and 
over, if at the same time the home 
safety committee keeps working on 
the first four steps to home safety. 





3 Steps 

In planning a community home 
safety program, there are five 
steps or functions to be consid- 
ered, if the program is to be fully 
effective in reducing the number 
of home accidents. These steps 
are: 

1. Determining what accidents 
take place. 

2. Determining the causes of 
accidents (things and peo- 
ple). 

3. Discovering what changes in 
things will prevent accidents. 

4. Discovering what changes in 
people’s habits are needed. 

5. Educating people to adopt 
these changes. 

















LOSER COOPERATION of organiza- 

tions conducting home safety 
activities and coordination of those 
activities on local, state, and na- 
tional levels were proposed as the 
goals for the Home Safety Confer- 
ence of the National Safety Council 
at its organization meeting in Chi- 
cago, February 27. 

Cooperation was stressed in the 
address of welcome by Ned H. Dear- 
born, President of the National Safety 
Council. He expressed the hope that 
the Home Safety Conference would 
assume the leadership in the field of 
home safety and that through this 
group it would be possible to draw 
together all of the nation’s resources 
for the prevention of home accidents. 

The Conference was organized un- 
der the provisions of the revised 
constitution of the National Safety 
Council to serve as an advisory and 
planning body for the Home Safety 
Division of the Council, but its serv- 
ices as a cooperative group for work- 
ing out the coordination of home 
safety activities are also available to 
other organizations. 

The new group is not to be con- 





Dr. Donald B. Armstrong 


HOME. 
SAFETY 


Dr. Donald B. Armstrong 


is named chairman 


fused with the National Conference 
on Home Safety. This latter organi- 
zation was dissolved by action of its 
membership during the early part of 
February. (See page 10.) 


However, the Home Safety Confer- 
ence will assume some of the aims 
and activities of the former organi- 
zation. As a part of the resolution 
dissolving the National Conference, 
a request was directed to the Home 
Safety Conference (then in process 
of organization) to assume as many 
as possible of the purposes and ob- 
jectives of the National Conference 
on Home Safety. 


The new Conference includes in its 
membership several of the individuals 
who represented member organiza- 
tions of the National Conference on 
Home Safety, which will aid in 
achieving continuity of effort. Mem- 
bership in the Home Safety Confer- 
ence includes both individuals and 
organizations. 

Members in attendance at the or- 
ganization meeting decided upon the 
formation of four committees. These 
committees are: a Steering Commit- 
tee, a Committee on Research and 
Technical Studies, a Committee on 
Education and Public Information, 
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and a Committee on Community Re- 
sources and Services. 

Dr. Donald B. Armstrong, second 
vice president for health and welfare 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company, who served as chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the 
National Conference on Home Safety, 
was named temporary chairman of 
the new Conference and chairman of 
the Steering Committee. 

In discussing methods of securing 
information concerning the causes of 
accidents, it seemed to be agreed 
that information about fatalities, 
which constitute only a fraction of 
the total number of disabling acci- 
dents, was limited in value, so far 
as determining the content or direc- 
tion of accident prevention programs 
was concerned. 

Various members reported briefly 
on the results of studies of disabling 
accidents, including the following: 

The Cook County Hospital Survey 
under the direction of the National 
Safety Council (1933-34). 


The community wide hospital re- 
porting projects of the American 
Red Cross chapters in Atlanta, Kan- 
sas City, and Washington (current). 

A hospital reporting project in 
Duluth, Minn., under the direction of 
the Women’s Institute (current). 

An accident reporting project by 
nurses of the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company (1941). 

The group recommended the co- 
relation of all information on non- 
fatal accidents now available as a 
result of isolated studies and sur- 
veys; the establishing of standard 
methods of reporting and tabulating 
information about such accidents; 
and to encourage the development 
and expansion of reporting projects 
conducted in such a way that co- 
ordination and corelation of results 
is possible. 

Another action of the group was 
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the adoption of a resolution to the 
effect that one of the major aims 
of the Conference be to work out a 
statement of the various kinds of 
things that need to be done in the 
field of home safety, to prepare an 
evaluation of present activities and 
projects in terms of accomplishment 
of these things, and to develop stand- 
ard recommended procedures in home 
accident prevention to serve as guides 
to organizations participating in 
community safety activities. 

It was agreed that the next meet- 
ing of the Conference should be held 
during the 36th National Safety Con- 
gress and Exposition, which will take 
place in Chicago during the week of 
October 18-22. 

Personnel of the various commit- 
tees will be announced in the near 
future and it is expected that each 
of the committees will hold meetings 
prior to the next regular meeting of 
the Conference. 

The Steering committee of the 
Conference will participate in plan- 
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ning the home safety sessions which 
will be a part of the National Safety 
Conference. 

Those in attendance at the meeting 
included the following: 


Dr. Donald B. Armstrong (Chmn.) 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
George W. Alder 

Good Housekeeping Institute 

Mrs. Fred W. Armstrong 

Safety Council of Greater St. Louis 

Dr. Robert N. Barr 

Minnesota State Safety Council 

Dr. W. W. Bauer 

American Medical Association 


Leonard M. Board 
U. 8. Public Health Service 


Miss Martha Bohlsen 

Omaha Safety Council 

Miss Ruth A. Bottomley 

National Congress of Parents and Teachers 
(Continued on-page 15) 








Home Safety 


Group Terminates 


ARTICIPATING MEMBERS of the Na- 

tional Conference on Home Safety, 
in February, 1948, acted favorably 
upon the following recommendation 
of the executive committee: 

“It is hereby recommended that 
the National Conference on Home 
Safety be dissolved, that the Home 
Safety Conference of the National 
Safety Council be requested to as- 
sume the functions of the National 
Conference on Home Safety, and that 
member organizations be urged to 
accept invitations to participate in 
the Home Safety Conference of the 
National Safety Council, which is in 
process of organization.” 

A report on the favorable action 
of participating organizations on the 
above recommendation was made to 
the Home Safety Conference at its 
organization meeting. 

Thus, the Naticnal Conference on 
Home Safety, in a sense, was a pre- 
decessor of the Home Safety Con- 
ference of the National Safety Coun- 
cil. 

The National Conference on Home 
Safety was organized at a meeting 
of cooperating organizations held in 
New York City on January 30, 1946. 

Previous to that time, these or- 
ganizations had been. discussing 
methods of coordinating home safety 
activities under the leadership of the 
National Safety Council and the 
American National Red Cross. 

Concurrently with the establish- 
ment of the National Conference, the 
participating organizations issued 
their first publication, “A Man’s 
Castle.” This publication, which out- 
lined a cooperative home safety pro- 
gram on a national scale, was en- 
dorsed and distributed by each of 
the organizations participating in the 
National Conference. 

During the following summer the 
participating organizations cooper- 
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ated in the development of a detailed 
outline for a cooperative, community 
home safety program. This was pub- 
lished under the title “There is 
Safety in Numbers” and again was 
endorsed and distributed by the par- 
ticipating organizations to the key 
personnel in their membership. 


During the same summer a de- 
tailed inventory of the home safety 
activities of all of the member or- 
ganizations was begun. This was 
completed and reported on in a 
mimeographed release at the second 
annual meeting in New York City 
in January, 1947. The report on the 
inventory included a directory of 
personnel of participating organiza- 
tions and a tabulation of the infor- 
mation on activities which was 
secured in the inventory. 


As a result of material developed 
by the National Conference, interest 
in home accident prevention has been 
stimulated among participating or- 
ganizations and throughout the pub- 
lic generally. 

For example: The U. S. Children’s 
Bureau adopted home safety as its 
theme for Child Health Day in 1947, 
using the slogan “Safeguard the 
Child, Safeguard the Nation.” 


Also, the Home Safety Division 
of the Utah State Safety Council 
adopted almost intact the local com- 
munity program outlined in “There 
is Safety in Numbers,” and at last 
report appears to have effected a 30 
per cent reduction in the number of 
home accident fatalities in the state. 


In addition, the Statistical Com- 
mittee has suggested revised defini- 
tions of the terms “home” and “home 
accident” and was responsible for 
preparing an analysis of home acci- 
dent fatalities in Kansas and Nassau 
County, N. Y. Objectives were out- 
lined in the fields of other committees 
of the Conference. 
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© @ SNEAKY KILLERS 


No. 2 
Sleeping 


Tablets 


By E. M. Gearhart, Jr. 


Home Safety Consultant 
National Safety Council 


6¢@‘LEEPING TABLETS,” “nerve medi- 

cines,” “insomnia cures” usually 
contain a derivative of barbituric acid. 
In the hands of a physician or used 
under the directions of a physician, 
they are useful medicines. 

However, careless or uninstructed 
use of barbiturates may be followed 
by unpleasant results. Habitual use 
brings about many serious symptoms, 
and an overdose (even as little as 
three times the average dose) often 
has been known to cause death. 

There are cases known in which 
an individual has taken as much as 
20 times the average dose and has 
survived, but the fatal dosage seems 
to depend upon the physical condi- 
tion of the victim. 

There are cases of taking the 
“wrong medicine,” in which the vic- 
tim thought he was taking some 
other drug and swallowed a large 
quantity of barbiturate instead. 

Most cases involving children, may 
be the result of children wishing 
to imitate adults. There are innu- 
merable records of children who were 
poisoned as a result of swallowing 
large quantities of sleeping tablets, 
or syrups containing barbiturates. 

The unpleasant taste of the medi- 
cine seems to be no deterrent. (See 
first article of this series on ‘“Kero- 
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sene.’’) 

No sleeping tablets, syrups, or cap- 
sules should be left where they are 
available to children who cannot un- 
derstand their poisonous nature and 
who therefore do not appreciate the 
hazards of swallowing these sub- 
stances. Age is not the only question 
here, since some adults have no un- 
derstanding of the possible hazards 
and apparently should be given barbi- 
turates only under the strict. and 
personal supervision of a doctor or a 
nurse. 

The symptoms of barbiturate poi- 
soning are, first, mental .confusion 
with increasing drowsiness; the pulse 
is rapid, weak, irregular. The skin 
is moist; blood pressure is low. A 
blue coloration (cyanosis) appears 
under the skin as the patient goes 
into unconsciousness, and death oc- 
curs from a few minutes to several 
hours after losing consciousness. 

As with all “Sneaky Killers” there 
is often a chance to prevent death. 
The first thing to do is to call a 
doctor. If you know that sleeping 
tablets were swallowed, make the 
victim vomit—mustard water, salt 
water, or just large quantities of 
water. Give strong, black coffee. 
Keep the victim warm and awake. 
If necessary slap the neck, back and 
face with a wet towel. 
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NEW YORK CONCLAVE 
SCHEDULES HOME SESSIONS 


Two sessions on home safety have 
been planned for the 18th Annual 
Safety Convention and Exposition of 
the Greater New York Safety Coun- 
cil which will be held April 13, 14,15 
and 16 in the Hotel Pennsylvania. 


Both sesions will be held on Thurs- 
day, the third day of the convention. 


The first session will treat with 
the community aspects of home 
safety and will include the following 
discussions: 


Why Blame Fate? The psychological 
and physical aspects of home safety; 
responsibilities of state, city and pri- 
vate institutions for instruction in 
the art of living. 


Safer Homes: A Panel Discussion 
which will include a teacher, a pupil, 
and a parent. 


Look Where We’re Going: A Panel 
Discussion which will include the 
accident prone clinic, the public 
health nurse, and the career clinic. 


The second session will be devoted 
to discussion of safer family living. 
It will include discussions of the haz- 
ards of flammable fabrics, modern 
household appliances, electrical equip- 
ment, and the training of “baby- 
sitters.” 


MONTHLY FACT SHEET 
NOW AVAILABLE 


A “Monthly Fact Sheet for Wom- 
en’s Clubs” is now being issued by the 
Women’s Division of the National 
Safety Council and is being mailed 
to subscribers of the Division’s bi- 
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monthly newsletter “At Your Serv- 
ice.” 

The subject matter of each of the 
“Fact Sheets” is based upon the 
monthly theme being promoted by 
the Division for that particular 
month. 

Club chairmen and leaders may 
secure copies of the “Fact Sheet” 
regularly by addressing a request to 
the Women’s Division of the Na- 
tional Safety Council. 


COMIC CHARACTERS 
ENROLL FOR SAFETY 


It has been stated by “experts” 
that 65,000,000 people read the comic 
strips in the newspapers. That is 
quite a large audience. 

The National Safety Council is not 
an organization which wants to ig- 
nore an audience. This is especially 
true if it is believed that the device 
which holds the audience wields a 
strong influence within its sphere as 
the “experts” indicate for comic 
strips. 

Many large businesses spend large 
sums of money to secure the help 
of famous comic strip characters in 
selling their products. They even 
bring these characters to life and 
put them on the radio to act as their 
salesmen. 

Now many of these famous funny 
figures are going to work for safety. 
Out of the pages of PUCK, THE 
COMIC WEEKLY, such characters 
as Popeye, Blondie, The Little King, 
The Katzenjammer Kids, Bringing 
Up Father, Mickey Mouse, and 
Henry are being enrolled in the 
safety movement.. 


They will lend themselves as the 
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subjects for safety posters that will 
catch the eye and implant safety 
messages. 

Eighteen in all will be drawn espe- 
cially for the National Safety Council 
and released at the rate of two a 
month. They can be ordered at regu- 
lar poster prices. 

Here is one that has a home safety 
message. 
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ABOUT THE CENTRAL 
STATES CONFERENCE 


Still in the future as we go to 
press, but in the past for readers of 
this issue of the HOME SAFETY RE- 
VIEW, is the Central States Safety 
Conference to be held at St. Louis, 
Missouri, March 30 through April 1, 
in the Hotel Jefferson. 


APRIL-MAY, 1948 


This Conference is sponsored by 
eleven community Safety Councils 
of Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska 
and Kansas, along with several chap- 
ters of the American Society of 
Safety Engineers scattered through- 
out the middle western and central 
southern states. These groups are 
joined by a number of local organiza- 
tions as joint sponsors and the Con- 
ference this year is held under the 
auspices of the Safety Council of 
Greater St. Louis. 

This year’s Conference program 
features two sessions on Home Safety. 
Among the speakers on home safety 
are: Thomas Fansler, director, Home 
Divison, National Safety Council; 
Gale Henderson, St. Louis architect; 
Mrs. Leland Lankford and Mrs. John 
Wilson, members of St. Louis Divi- 
sion, American Home Economics 
Association; Miss Eva Dunham, vice 
president for women’s activities, Kan- 
sas City Safety Council; Walter 
Ladd, manager, St. Joseph Safety 
Council; and W. L. Brown, super- 
intendent of grade schools, Granite 
City. 


HOME SAFETY WEEK 
ANNOUNCED IN UTAH 


The week of April 11-17 has been 
designated as ‘‘Home Safety Week” 
in the State of Utah, by proclama- 
tion of Governor Herbert B. Maw. 

This is an annual affair in which 
the Governor asks all persons and 
organizations throughout the state 
to cooperate with the Home Division 
of the Utah Safety Council “in ex- 
tending and dispensing safety educa- 
tion that will prevent accidents in 
the home.” 
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time to remember 


i IS GARDENING TIME again. It 
= is hoped that readers of the HOME 
SAFETY REVIEW are not already suf- 
fering from stiff backs as a result 
of too enthusiastic efforts to get the 
garden off to an early start. 


Perhaps sometime someone will 
make a movie showing how to do 
home gardening the right way. It 
should show how to make the legs 
and arms do the work so that the 
back can take it easy. Such a movie 
might help a little to eliminate the 
epidemic of stiff-backed Americans 
which breaks out with the arrival of 
every spring. 

The key to spring gardening is 
to take it easy. It will be found that 
more can be accomplished by going 
at it in stages, than by trying to 
get the whole job done on the first 
nice Saturday following the date of 
the usual final killing frost. 


Experienced amateurs in the field 
of home gardening should know that 
the activities of the winter months 
are such that several sets of muscles 
are almost unused from October until 
the onset of spring. These muscles 
should be eased into the work of 
gardening gradually, so that they 
can become re-accustomed to the 
tasks required of them. If they are 
overworked on the first nice day, they 
will certainly complain and their 
manner of expressing their com- 
plaints is likely to be painful. 


Work, such as spading, hoeing and 
raking, can have rather serious after- 
effects if indulged in injudiciously. 
Such after effects may incapacitate 
the unwary gardener, either partially 
or totally, for several days. Severe 
strains and even ruptures are not 
rare. 


And just because you are a big 
strong man, don’t think that you are 
immune. It’s the strong men who like 
to prove their strength, who are the 
most likely victims. 


Of course, 
away 
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tools should be put 
immediately after use. Such 


tools as rakes, hoes, and cultivators 
should never be left lying on the 
ground with sharp points or sharp 
edges up. They should be rested out 
of the way, preferably against a 
fence or building, so that you or 
other members of your family will 
not trip over them. 


And finally, take a good look at 
the cover of this issue of the HOME 
SAFETY REVIEW. You wouldn’t do 
that, would you? 


When you remove the storm win- 
dows, wash the windows, and put up 
the screens, you make certain that 
the ladder is resting firmly on the 
ground. If there is any doubt about 
its stability, you ask someone to hold 
it for you. 


You place the ladder directly under 
the window on which you are going 
to be working so that you will not 
have to reach off to the side, pos- 
sibly losing your balance. 


You get down and move the ladder 
to the next window, instead of try- 
ing to reach it from your position 
under the first one. 


You also avoid standing on the 
top step or rung of the ladder. The 
top rung is more useful as a brace 
for your legs. It helps avoid a spill. 
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HOME ACCIDENT 
EPORTING 
(Continued from page 5) 


and material for year-end sum- 
maries. 

The weekly news releases concen- 
trate on human interest, relating 
facts about accidents which occur. 
In the body of the news release, 
total home accident deaths and in- 
juries for the week and for the year 
to date are given. Many times a 
parallel is drawn, as for instance, if 
two infants die of suffocation, a re- 
view of the year’s statistics may 
show that these are the 20th and 
21st to die of this single cause. Then 
the release points out that this is a 
preventable accident and suggestions 
for prevention are given briefly. 


The releases are delivered to the 
four major newspapers on Saturday 
and usually are used in the Sunday 
editions with excellent placement. 
Inasmuch as the paid circulation of 
the papers totals more than three 
quarters of a million, the information 


the District residents. 


* aviously reaches a large portion of 


In addition to the regular weekly 
releases, newspapers also have used 
a number of special features on 
specific aspects of the home accident 
problem. Typical of the features 
used is a full page of pictures one 
paper worked up in connection with 
the year-end summary; a special 
feature on child suffocation, a full 
page summary with clever illustra- 
tions of particular accident types, in 
addition to features by various col- 
umnists. 


The weekly releases also are used 
frequently by commentators on the 
many radio stations in the District 
and during the past year a series of 
10-minute radio programs based on 
material obtained from the survey 
was used by one radio station. 


The chapter has also conducted a 
supplementary survey of accidents, 
outside of the home, which occur to 
school-age children. This, too, has 

een effective in bringing the child 


For example, the tragic drowning 
toll of school-age children, which last 


& afety problem to public attention. 
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year exceeded the combined acci- 
dental death toll of all other types 
of accidents for this age group, was 
featured in several newspaper arti- 
cles; and helped to bring about the 
appointment by the Commissioners 
of the District of a committee to 
study means of preventing accidental 
drownings, particularly small craft 
accidents. 


These surveys have resulted in an 
increasing interest in accident pre- 
vention and first aid training, par- 
ticularly by schools and organized 
groups. Several other Red Cross 
Chapters now are conducting surveys 
patterned after the District system 
and have reported corresponding suc- 
cesses. 


HOME SAFETY 
CONFERENCE FORMED 
(Continued from page 9) 


W. Graham Cole 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 


T. H. David 

National Electric Manufacturers Assn. 
Mrs. R. W. Hardy 

Lansing Safety Council 

Miss Helen Holbrook 

U. 8. Department of Agriculture 
Miss Anita Kortz 

Camp Fire Girls, Inc. 

Dr. Granville Larimore 

N. Y. State Department of Health 
Miss Elizabeth Lynahan 
Home Economists in Business 
Dr. Irma Gene Nevins 
American National Red Cross 
Miss Margaret Olsen 

Girl Scouts National Organization 
J. Stuart Owen 

U. 8. Bureau of Standards 

Dr. Edward Press 

U. 8. Children’s Bureau 

Prof. Svend Riemer 
University of Wisconsin 


Miss Hazel E. Thompson 
Kansas State Board of Vocational 
Education 


D. E. Waggoner 
Kansas State Health Department 


Mrs. George W. Welles, Jr. 


Women’s Institute, Duluth, Minn. 
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HOME 
SAFETY 
MADE 
EASY 


LEAD YOUR COMMENTED 
1O SAFER LIVING 


IN YOUR TOWN 








just follow the pattern® 


A detailed plan for mobilizing the resources of 
any community to combat home accidents has been 
worked out through the cooperation of 30 nation- 
ally organized groups, including departments of 
federal government. It is a plan which can be 
adapted to your community. 

The plan is fully endorsed by the National Safety 
Council and all of the organizations which assisted 
in its development. 

It is contained in the publication entitled THERE 
IS SAFETY IN NUMBERS, which was sponsored 
by the National Conference on Home Safety. 

A limited number of single copies of this publi- 
cation may still be secured from the Home Division 
of the National Saftey Council. Chairmen of home 
safety committees and other community leaders 
will find them useful in organizing community home 
safety programs. 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL a 
20 North Wacker Drive 
Chicago 6, Illinois 





